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(3) No person may ship, transport,
offer for sale, sell, or purchase, in
interstate or foreign commerce, any
whole live American lobster that bears
evidence of the forcible removal of ex-
truded eggs from its abdominal append-
ages as specified in this paragraph (e).

§ 649.21 Gear identification and mark-
ing, escape vent, and ghost panel
requirements.

(a) Identification. All lobster gear de-
ployed in the EEZ or possessed by a
person whose vessel is permitted for
fishing in the EEZ, and not perma-
nently attached to the vessel, must be
legibly and indelibly marked with one
of the following codes of identification:

(1) A number assigned by the Re-
gional Director; and/or

(2) Whatever positive identification
marking is required by the vessel’s
home-port state.

(b) Marking. In the areas of the EEZ
described in paragraph (b)(4) of this
section, lobster pot trawls are to be
marked as follows:

(1) Lobster pot trawls of three or
fewer pots must be marked with a sin-
gle buoy.

(2) Lobster pot trawls consisting of
more than three pots must have a
radar reflector and a single flag or pen-
nant on the westernmost end (marking
the half compass circle from magnetic
south through west, to and including
north), while the easternmost end
(meaning the half compass circle from
magnetic north through east, to and
including south) of an American lob-
ster pot trawl must be marked with a
radar reflector only. Standard tetra-
hedral corner radar reflectors (see Fig-
ure 1 of this part) of at least 8 inches
(20.32 cm)(both in height and width,
and made from metal) must be em-
ployed.

(3) No American lobster pot trawl
shall exceed 1.5 nautical miles (2.78
km) in length, as measured from buoy
to buoy.

(4) Gear marking requirements apply
in the following areas:

(i) Gulf of Maine gear area. All waters
of the EEZ north of 42°20′ N. lat. sea-
ward of a line drawn 12 nautical miles
(22.2 km) from the baseline of the terri-
torial sea;

(ii) Georges Bank gear Area. All waters
of the EEZ south of 42°20′ N. lat. and
east of 70°00′ W. long. or the outer
boundary of the territorial sea, which-
ever lies farther east;

(iii) Southern New England gear Area.
All waters of the EEZ west of 70°00′ W.
long., east of 71°30′ W. long. at a depth
greater than 25 fathoms (45.72 m); and

(iv) Mid-Atlantic gear Area. All waters
of the EEZ, west of 71°30′ W. long. and
north of 36°33′ N. lat. at a depth greater
than 40 fathoms (73.15 m).

(c) Escape vents. All American lobster
traps deployed in the EEZ or possessed
by a person whose vessel is permitted
for fishing in the EEZ, as specified
under § 649.4, must be constructed to in-
clude one of the following escape vents
in the parlor section of the trap. The
vent must be located in such a manner
that it would not be blocked or ob-
structed by any portion of the trap, as-
sociated gear, or the sea floor in nor-
mal use.

(1) The specifications for escape
vents are as follows:

(i) A rectangular portal with an un-
obstructed opening not less than 17⁄8
inches (4.76 cm) by 53⁄4 inches (14.61 cm);

(ii) Two circular portals with unob-
structed openings not less than 23⁄8
inches (6.03 cm) in diameter.

(2) The Regional Director may, at the
request of, or after consultation with,
the Lobster Oversight Committee of
the Council, approve, and publish in
the FEDERAL REGISTER any other type
of acceptable escape vent that the Re-
gional Director finds to be consistent
with paragraphs (c)(1)(i) and (ii) of this
section.

(d) Ghost panel. Lobster traps not
constructed entirely of wood must con-
tain a ghost panel.

(1) The specifications of this require-
ment are as follows:

(i) The opening to be covered by the
ghost panel must be rectangular and
shall not be less than 33⁄4 inches (9.53
cm) by 33⁄4 inches (9.53 cm).

(ii) The panel must be constructed of,
or fastened to the trap with, one of the
following untreated materials: Wood
lath, cotton, hemp, sisal or jute twine
not greater than 3⁄16 inch (0.48 cm) in
diameter, or non-stainless, uncoated
ferrous metal not greater than 3⁄32 inch
(0.24 cm) in diameter.
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(iii) The door of the trap may serve
as the ghost panel, if fastened with a
material specified in paragraph
(d)(1)(ii) of this section.

(iv) The ghost panel must be located
in the outer parlor(s) of the trap and
not the bottom of the trap.

(2) The Regional Director may, at the
request of, or after consultation with,
the Lobster Oversight Committee of
the Council, approve, and publish in
the FEDERAL REGISTER, any other de-
sign, mechanism, material, or speci-
fication not described in the regula-
tions in this part that serves to create
an escape portal not less than 33⁄4
inches (9.53 cm) by 33⁄4 inches (9.53 cm).

(e) Enforcement action. Unidentified,
unmarked, unvented, or improperly
vented American lobster traps will be
seized and disposed of in accordance
with the provisions of part 219 of this
title.

§ 649.22 Experimental fishing exemp-
tion.

(a) The Regional Director may ex-
empt any person or vessel from the re-
quirements of this part for the conduct
of experimental fishing beneficial to
the management of the American lob-
ster resource or fishery.

(b) The Regional Director may not
grant such exemption unless it is de-
termined that the purpose, design, and
administration of the exemption is
consistent with the objectives of the
FMP, the provisions of the Magnuson
Act, and other applicable law, and that
granting the exemption will not:

(1) Have a detrimental effect on the
American lobster resource and fishery;
or

(2) Create significant enforcement
problems.

(c) Each vessel participating in any
exempted experimental fishing activity
is subject to all provisions of this part,
except those necessarily relating to the
purpose and nature of the exemption.
The exemption will be specified in a
letter issued by the Regional Director
to each vessel participating in the ex-
empted activity. This letter must be
carried aboard the vessel seeking the
benefit of such exemption.

§ 649.23 Restricted gear areas.
(a) Restricted Gear Area I. (1) Re-

stricted Gear Area I is defined by
straight lines connecting the following
points in the order stated:

Point Latitude Longitude

Inshore Boundary

to 120
69 ........................ 40°07.9′ N. 68°36.0′ W.
70 ........................ 40°07.2′ N. 68°38.4′ W.
71 ........................ 40°06.9′ N. 68°46.5′ W.
72 ........................ 40°08.7′ N. 68°49.6′ W.
73 ........................ 40°08.1′ N. 68°51.0′ W.
74 ........................ 40°05.7′ N. 68°52.4′ W.
75 ........................ 40°03.6′ N. 68°57.2′ W.
76 ........................ 40°03.65′ N. 69°00.0′ W.
77 ........................ 40°04.35′ N. 69°00.5′ W.
78 ........................ 40°05.2′ N. 69°00.5′ W.
79 ........................ 40°05.3′ N. 69°01.1′ W.
80 ........................ 40°08.9′ N. 69°01.75′ W.
81 ........................ 40°11.0′ N. 69°03.8′ W.
82 ........................ 40°11.6′ N. 69°05.4′ W.
83 ........................ 40°10.25′ N. 69°04.4′ W.
84 ........................ 40°09.75′ N. 69°04.15′ W.
85 ........................ 40°08.45′ N. 69°03.6′ W.
86 ........................ 40°05.65′ N. 69°03.55′ W.
87 ........................ 40°04.1′ N. 69°03.9′ W.
88 ........................ 40°02.65′ N. 69°05.6′ W.
89 ........................ 40°02.00′ N. 69°08.35′ W.
90 ........................ 40°02.65′ N. 69°11.15′ W.
91 ........................ 40°00.05′ N. 69°14.6′ W.
92 ........................ 39°57.8′ N. 69°20.35′ W.
93 ........................ 39°56.65′ N. 69°24.4′ W.
94 ........................ 39°56.1′ N. 69°26.35′ W.
95 ........................ 39°56.55′ N. 69°34.1′ W.
96 ........................ 39°57.85′ N. 69°35.5′ W.
97 ........................ 40°00.65′ N. 69°36.5′ W.
98 ........................ 40°00.9′ N. 69°37.3′ W.
99 ........................ 39°59.15′ N. 69°37.3′ W.
100 ...................... 39°58.8′ N. 69°38.45′ W.
102 ...................... 39°56.2′ N. 69°40.2′ W.
103 ...................... 39°55.75′ N. 69°41.4′ W.
104 ...................... 39°56.7′ N. 69°53.6′ W.
105 ...................... 39°57.55′ N. 69°54.05′ W.
106 ...................... 39°57.4′ N. 69°55.9′ W.
107 ...................... 39°56.9′ N. 69°57.45′ W.
108 ...................... 39°58.25′ N. 70°03.0′ W.
110 ...................... 39°59.2′ N. 70°04.9′ W.
111 ...................... 40°00.7′ N. 70°08.7′ W.
112 ...................... 40°03.75′ N. 70°10.15′ W.
115 ...................... 40°05.2′ N. 70°10.9′ W.
116 ...................... 40°02.45′ N. 70°14.1′ W.
119 ...................... 40°02.75′ N. 70°16.1′ W.

to 181
Offshore Boundary

to 69
120 ...................... 40°06.4′ N. 68°35.8′ W.
121 ...................... 40°05.25′ N. 68°39.3′ W.
122 ...................... 40°05.4′ N. 68°44.5′ W.
123 ...................... 40°06.0′ N. 68°46.5′ W.
124 ...................... 40°07.4′ N. 68°49.6′ W.
125 ...................... 40°05.55′ N. 68°49.8′ W.
126 ...................... 40°03.9′ N. 68°51.7′ W.
127 ...................... 40°02.25′ N. 68°55.4′ W.
128 ...................... 40°02.6′ N. 69°00.0′ W.
129 ...................... 40°02.75′ N. 69°00.75′ W.
130 ...................... 40°04.2′ N. 69°01.75′ W.
131 ...................... 40°06.15′ N. 69°01.95′ W.
132 ...................... 40°07.25′ N. 69°02.0′ W.
133 ...................... 40°08.5′ N. 69°02.25′ W.
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